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ABRSM’s mission is to enrich lives by inspiring musical 
achievement – whether it is through our graded music 
exams or by supporting communities around the world 
to follow their own paths as they progress in music, 
share the joy that it brings and connect with others.

In 2012 ABRSM launched the International Sponsorship 
Fund (ISF) as a vehicle for doing just this and, ten years 
on, we’re proud of what it has achieved by supporting 
grassroots music programmes across the globe.

As you’ll see from the map on pages 10 and 11, ISF grants 
have gone to music making communities across six 
continents, everywhere from Nicaragua and Mexico to 
Malaysia and India, and we’ve met some truly amazing 
musicians and organisers along the way.

The Fund has actively supported our mission to enrich 
lives through music by helping these communities 
celebrate achievement, promote progression, encourage 
sustainability, create valuable new learning opportunities 
and provide platforms for performance.

This report highlights just some of what these groups have 
achieved as we celebrate the Fund’s tenth anniversary 
and look ahead to reaching even deeper by evolving our 
relationship with music learning communities around the 
world.

I hope you enjoy reading this report, complete with 
the insights, successes and challenges the ISF has 
experienced, and that you will share our excitement for 
the opportunities that the next ten years will offer. Our 
thanks go to our friends at DHA for leading on this report, 
as well as to the many ISF recipients that have participated 
in its creation.

Chris Cobb
Chief Executive, ABRSM
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CREATING OPPORTUNITIES - South Africa  

Creating opportunities for young musicians to develop 
their skills is vital in helping them grow as players and 
progress in their musical journeys.

ISF funding provided a dozen young South African 
musicians with a unique opportunity to hone their 
composition skills and then hear their work performed by 
professional musicians as part of a workshop supported 
by ABRSM.

The workshop, for members of Access Music Project 
(AMP), was delivered by our partners, The Commonwealth 
Resounds, and focused on showing young musicians how 
to write fanfares inspired by their own musical interests and 
the important people and events in their lives. 

The event led to two of the students, Lihlumile Nyengane 
and Sesethu Mtshelu, winning the ‘Starters Category’ in 
the Commonwealth International Composition Award 
competition and having their pieces performed in the 
competition’s grand final in London.

AMP’s work fills a gap because most local schools don’t 
offer arts subjects and local children, who have no other 
route into music tuition, typically join as beginners with no 
prior training in music.

They are supported up to university access level, with 
instrument and ensemble music lessons, theory and aural 
training, as well as trips to concerts and festivals. 

AMP project manager Shiloh Marsh said: “During the 
pandemic, ABRSM provided us with a grant for tablets and 
mobile data, which enabled our learners to participate in 
online workshops and meet new requirements for digital 
exams and auditions. 

“These resources are continuing to serve us well and 
keep us up to date with the new digital age. ABRSM also 
enabled the launch of our formal sound technology course - 
something which was a key focus of our 2022-24 strategic 
agenda, but which would not have happened without the 
funding support from ABRSM.”

ABRSM support for AMP has coincided with the organisation 
gaining a more solid footing, with a steady flow of learners 
now wanting to enrol. The organisation’s ambitions today 
are to make music learning the norm in the community, 
rather than a privilege, and to develop its own purpose-built 
centre for music teaching, practice, rehearsals, sound tech 
lab and performances.

AMP provides formal music tuition for children in 
the historically disadvantaged areas of Makhanda, 
Eastern Cape, South Africa. Since launching in 
2011, it has: 

• Provided formal music tuition to over 100 learners

•  Engaged a further 500 through various outreach 
projects

•  As many as 50 learners enrolled at any given 
time.

51
organisations 
supported by 
the ISF
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ENCOURAGING SUSTAINABILITY - Haiti  

BLUME Haiti (Building Leaders Using Music Education 
in Haiti) works with students, teachers and music 
programmes across Haiti to develop leadership skills, 
awaken individual potential, and create opportunities for 
civic collaboration and economic development for some of 
the most vulnerable populations in the country. 

Despite all the struggles Haiti has endured, over the 
past decade it has provided the highest level of music 
education and capacity development to music programmes 
throughout the country and actively helped sustain interest 
in music learning. 

Access to music is recognised as a potent antidote 
to despair for students, their teachers, families and 
communities and, in Haiti, is one of the few ways that 
people of vastly different backgrounds can meet, connect 
and create together. 

ABRSM’s funding originally aimed to support the Haitian 
Orchestra Institute but political unrest interrupted the 
plan and BLUME Haiti instead turned its focus to delivering 
instrument repair workshops where musicians could learn 
a new craft and music programmes could become more 
sustainable.

Between September 2021 and 2022, 120 young musicians 
from 66 music programmes across Haiti were able to learn 
the basics of band instrument repair and BLUME Haiti was 
also able to offer more scholarship support to students and 
teachers taking part in summer music programmes.

BLUME Haiti executive director Janet Anthony said: 
“Given the pandemic and ongoing political violence in Haiti, 
programme directors tell us that both of these activities 
are not only incredibly important but also very much 
appreciated.

“As is the case all over the world, students tend to learn 
in a summer camp what might take six months during the 
year. The instrument repair workshops are really important 
for the independence and sustainability of music schools 
across the country.”

BLUME Haiti aims to keep supporting both the band 
instrument repair seminars and summer music programmes. 

BLUME helps young Haitians, often from very low 
income backgrounds, learn and play music. Since 
launching in 2014: 

•  BLUME has provided professional development 
seminars for 539 teachers 

•  It has awarded 550 scholarships to attend local, 
national or international summer programmes

•  16 BLUME scholarship recipients and participants 
in professional development seminars have 
become music programme directors and 8 have 
started their own music. schools.

The ISF has 
worked in

31 
countries
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PLATFORMS FOR PERFORMANCE - India  

The Indian National Youth Orchestra and Chorus 
(INYOC) fine tunes the skills of talented young musicians 
and singers and shares the joy that comes from musical 
progression by giving them invaluable performance 
experience in orchestral settings. 

Performing as a youth orchestra presents very significant 
logistical challenges because of the orchestra’s truly 
national remit and the sheer size of the country that it has 
to get around. ABRSM’s funding has helped cover some of 
these logistical costs.

INYOC managing director Sonia Khan said: “We believe 
that, along with their music education and certification, 
talented young musicians and singers should be given 
a platform to get real life exposure and networking 
opportunities at the international level, gain experience and 
collaborate.

“The events the INYOC organises for the young musicians 
are pan-national and at times international as well, and 
demand substantial logistical expenses to cover travel, 
board, lodging, venue hiring/arrangements and publicity.

“The grants provided by ABRSM and other partners 
support our young musicians to enhance their musical 
skills by participating in concerts, workshops and 
masterclasses, thereby bettering their techniques, and 
getting performance exposure at national and international 
level.” 

INYOC activities are always well supported by musicians 
and audiences alike, with oversubscribed programmes 
and sold-out concerts. Concert programmes often feature 
new symphonic music with Indian content for concerts 
and international events (an arrangement of Rajasthani 
folk song, “Pallu Latke” was the first of these new pieces 
performed).

INYOC is proud  of its achievements in bringing people 
together and celebrating the cultural diversity of India, 
as well as its ambassadorial role in connecting people 
from around the world through cultural exchange and 
international programmes.

INYOC:

• Formed in 2009

•  Works with 150 young musicians from twelve 
different Indian states 

•  10th anniversary concert attracted an audience 
of 3,500.

The ISF has 
supported 
music learning 
communities on

6 
continents
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PROMOTING PROGRESSION - Malaysia  

The Malaysian Wind Music Prize helps young people 
progress in their music by equipping them with skills 
necessary for a professional career and creating career 
development opportunities.

Set up in 2014, the Prize was originally a solo competition 
but expanded into the chamber music category in 2019 
because wind chamber music was often underrepresented 
and there were few non-solo challenges for the growing 
number of wind music students in Malaysia. The Prize was 
founded by Howard Ng and Kojereeds Enterprise in 2014 
and it is now managed by The Rondo Production.

The CEO of The Rondo Production, Kenny Ooi said: 
“ABRSM plays a critical role in helping us to achieve the 
goals of the Malaysian Wind Music Prize. From concerts at 
different locations across Malaysia, to education outreach 
programmes and projects in the local community, ABRSM 
supports the integrity and depth of the Prize, as well as the 
opportunity for young wind instrumentalists to receive an 
exciting professional development grant.” 

The Prize is judged by an international panel comprising 
professional musicians from renowned orchestras across 
the world. Winners deliver recitals and conduct educational 
workshops as part of their commitment to the Prize.

Through the Prize, Kenny hopes to develop the competition 
over the next few years by offering winners a comprehensive 
platform with more tools and resources and by incorporating 
mentoring schemes, orchestra engagements and other 
professional workshops from industry professionals into 
the Prize.

He is also keen to develop the non-competitive aspects 
of the Prize by offering a series of career development 
opportunities and seminars for participants and has a 
long-term ambition to connect all stakeholders in the 
industry to bring the next generation of Malaysian wind 
instrumentalists to a worldwide audience.

Since launch in 2014, the Prize has:

•  Awarded 6 solo wind instrumentalists and 3 wind 
chamber groups selected from a pool of over 100 
applications 

•   Funded more than 20 recitals, featuring 
collaborations with other local music 
professionals

•  Organised more than 16 workshops for primary 
and secondary schools in Malaysia. The ISF 

reached
up to

5,000
music 
learners 
over 10 
years



IS
F 

10
 y

ea
rs

 Im
pa

ct
 R

ep
or

t

15

IS
F 

10
 y

ea
rs

 Im
pa

ct
 R

ep
or

t

14

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT - Caribbean   

Celebrating achievement is an important part of all 
music learning journeys and the Young Musician of the 
Caribbean Award (YMoCA) provides a unique opportunity 
to recognise – and celebrate – the success of talent right 
across the region, from the Dominican Republic and 
Jamaica to Puerto Rico.

Launched in 2019 as a collaboration between ABRSM, 
Bangor University, The British Chamber of Commerce and 
the British Embassy, the biennial award scheme is the first 
and only classical music competition in the Caribbean to 
recognise young musicians of international standard and 
was set up to provide a showcase where they can shine 
and be exposed to opportunities with overseas universities, 
educational charities and musical patrons such as the Lucy 
Dougthy Family Foundation.

Mia Vidal, who founded the competition with Wyn 
Thomas, head of the project from Bangor University in 
the UK, said: “ABRSM’s support provided YMoCA with the 
necessary kudos and credibility to approach high-profile 
British organisations like The British Chamber of Commerce 
and the British Embassy for their direct involvement in the 
venture. 

“The ABRSM grant has been used to hire the Dominican 
Republic’s National Theatre, which is our country’s most 
emblematic and prestigious public platform and a ‘dream 
come true’ for all aspiring young musicians.”

The YMoCA competition is open to musicians aged 12 to 
26 and winners so far include several talented musicians 
from disadvantaged backgrounds who have managed to 
progress despite lack of support.

Prizes for the inaugural awards have included full 
scholarships for short courses and camps in the UK, 
including through ABRSM partners, the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland and the Royal Northern College of Music.

This year’s winners left the Dominican Republic for the 
first time after being invited to London by the Dominican 
Embassy and the British Chamber of Commerce before 
completing an intensive week of music lessons at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland. 

The Dominican Republic’s British Chamber of Commerce is 
now a major sponsor of the award, which is formally known 
as the BritchamDR Young Musician of the Caribbean Award.

YMoCA has:

•  Attracted more than 150 entries from almost a 
dozen Caribbean countries

•  Received attention from classical music 
superstars including Andrea Bocelli and Sheku 
Kanneh-Mason

•  Led to one of the first ever winners receiving 
tuition scholarship offer after attending a course 
donated as a prize.

The ISF has 
supported 
music lessons, 
performance, 
residencies, 
teacher 
development, 
instrument repair 
and purchase.
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Welcome to Play On  

The impact of the ISF over the last 10 years shows just how 
music can enrich the lives of people, wherever they live in 
the world. As a global organisation, we want to go further, 
to make music more accessible, diverse and inclusive, so 
that more learners, teachers, creators, organisations and 
communities can experience the joy that music brings.

Alongside our identity as an assessment organisation 
and the support we offer to teachers, ABRSM is about 
celebrating music. We’ve teamed up with our friends at The 
Commonwealth Resounds to launch Play On, an exciting 
new sponsorship fund that builds on the achievements of 
the ISF and provides enhanced support so we can have an 
even greater impact on music-making communities around 
the world.

Play On funding will support a wide range of initiatives, 
from teacher and leadership development opportunities to 
high-quality and accessible music education and valuable 
new experiences for learners and music creators. We hope 
to facilitate cultural exchange between musicians and 
educators working in different parts of the world, as well as 
to share best practice, learn from one another and celebrate 
the richness that music in all its forms offers.

Initiatives supported by Play On will be many and varied 
but they will share a commitment to opening up more 
opportunities for more people around the world to make 
and progress in music. For more information about Play On, 
head over to The Commonwealth Resounds website and 
register your interest.

We look forward to what the next ten years will bring and, 
who knows, maybe we’ll meet on the next stage of our 
global music journey as ABRSM Plays On around the world.

https://www.commonwealthresounds.com/
https://www.commonwealthresounds.com/
https://www.commonwealthresounds.com/



